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How can we fax the
problems in the
financial aid office?

Page4

SU Jaguars maul
Panthers, 62-7, in
Port City Classic

By Barbara Ramirez
Panther Staff

The United States
Department of Education selected about 50 percent of the
financial aid applications filed
by Prairie View A&M University students for verification
disturbing the flow of the fi~
nancial aid process, and leaving some students dreading
the possibility of being

Sept. 11, 2003 wm
tnark the second anniver0 on o
i nificant events in the hi -

tory of America.
'l\vo years ago, 19

terrorists
hijacked
comrnerical aircrafts in the
United States and crashed

them into the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon.
Photo by Aaron Hamilton
Another plane was crashed
in
Pennsylvania.
Many students have been waiting patiently in the financial aid office to
More than 3,380
receive their awards. If students are not awarded today, the 12th class day,
people
from
some 90 counthey will be dropped from the university's system.
tries were killed in the attacks.
The White House
Commission on the National Moment of Remembrance encourages all
Americans to pause in remembrance of those who
the university plans to purThe university will be
Technology Department sublost their lives with the terchase five new servers that
mi tted a proposal to the upgrading to Microsoft Exrorist attacks.
will cost approximately
Microsoft Software Grant Ini- change, which is more user
Prairie View A&M
$40,000 Ardalan said.
tiative earlier this year. friendly and can be used in
University
will pay homage
All software issued
PVAMU, the only university conjunction will Microsoft
to the victims and their
under the grant comes with
to submit its proposal on time, Outlook, making it easier for
families on Thursday, Sept.
software assurance that
people
to
check
their
email
was ranked number one in the
11 at 12 noon at the water
guarantees free upgrades
nation among HBCUs for the and schedule important
fountain. Classes will be
for the next two years.
quality of online services events simultaneously accorddismissed from noon to 1
Ardalan envisions
ing
to
chief
infonnation
officer
available to the students.
p.m.
"building and serving a camThe university has Shah Ardalan.
For more informapus that never closes," and
Portions of the funds
appropriated most of the
tion, contact Lydia Love in
sees the new software as a
grant funds to improve the were also used to update the
the Orientation and Special
stepping-stone for reaching
email system currently used desktop software of campus
Programs Office at x2810.
that goal.
by the faculty, staff, and stu- computers to Office 2003. In
addition to the new software,
dents at Prairie View.

Funds will be used to improve technology for students and faculty
Panther Staff

Prairie View A&M
University received a
$500,000 software grant from
the Microsoft Corporation on
Aug. 21 through the Thurgood
Marshall Scholarship Fund.
Funds awarded will
improve technology available
to students and staff. The $15
million grant was distributed
among nine historically black
institutions.
The
Information

Antoinette Mims

Panther Staff

PVAMU receives $500,000 Microsoft grant
By Antoinette Mims

University
to observe
Sept.11
y

dropped for non-payment of

See Aid, page 12
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Financial Aid or Financial Turmoil?

fees, financial aid officials
said.
Financial aid director
A.D. James, Jr. said the initial financial aid process,
which usually takes about two
weeks could now take about a
month due to tedious verification processing factors.
James said being se-

Who's who in the race
for the White House?

IN BRIEF
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VIEWPOINTS

•State•

PV's Seven Day
Forecast
Wed.
Sept. 10

Isolated
T-Storms

Thu.
Sept. 11

Fri.
Sept. 12

Scattered
T-Storms

Scattered
T-Storms

Campus police
officer
shoots
women inside UMd. Hospital

Hong
Kong
Catholic bishop
meets gay rights
activists

BALTIMORE (AP) A
campus police officer shot two
women inside the University
of Maryland's hospital on
Sunday after a fight broke out
in the emergency room, police
said.
The women initially
got into a fight at a nearby
nightclub early Sunday
• morning, police said. One
woman was beaten so badly
that she went to the
emergency
room
for
treatment.
The other woman
involved in the fight also went
to the emergency room with a
few friends to continue the
fight.

HONG KONG (AP)
The head of Hong Kong's
Roman Catholic Church met
with gay rights activists
Monday to hear their
complaints about a church
publication that criticized
same-sex marriages.
Bishop Joseph Zen
told reporters that he cannot
support gay marriage
becauseitisagainstchu.rch
doctrine.

Youth boxing coach
accused of fondling
teen fighter
PONTIAC, Mich.

Sat.

A well-known youth
boxing coach is accused of
fondling a 16-year-old

(AP)

Sept. 13

Isolated

T-Storms

87°/67° · •
Sun.
Sept. 14

Partly
Cloudy

86°/65°
Mon.
Sept. 15

Partly
Cloudy

Tue.

Sept. 16

Courtesy of

Mostly
Sunny

www.weather.com

female fighter.
Ruben Flores, 62, of
Oakland County's White
Lake 'Township, faces up to
two years in prison and a
$500 fine if convicted of
fourth-degree criminal
sexual conduct. He was
charged in a warrant issued
Friday.

USC wrestles with
future of diversity 40
years after integration
COLUMBIA, S.C.
(AP) _ The University of

South Carolina is wrestling
with how to foster diversity
40
years
after
its
integration.
In recent decades,
the school was the envy of
other universities trying to
boost black enrollment. Now,
it stands at a crossroads as
the increasing importance
on college entrance exam
scores ofincoming freshmen
have shut out many
students, including many
blacks.
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"Fire And Desire"

•World•

•National•

Can PVAMU
get
R-E-S-P-E-C-T?
Ignorance is no excuse for lack of respect for history

·\\{\\:::::-:

•:•
;• -
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Iran's government
unveils bill blocking
funding for terrorists
TEHRAN, Iran (AP)
Iran unveiled a draft bill
Monday that proposes to dry
up the finances of terrorist
groups, with al-Qaida topping
the list but Palestinian
militant groups being spared,
a government spokesman
said.
The bill, which
offi\;.ial::. fru,u I, au 'i::; ~uun1y
and foreign ministries and
Central Bank spent a year
drafting, will this week go
before
the
country's
reformist-dominated
parliament, which is expected
to approve it. It must also be
ratified by the hard-line
Guardian Council.

Photo by Kenneth Gonzales
Students exit the Memorial Student Center during a fire drill
Monday. Several st~j11s were frustrated after hours of
waiting in the Officdj Financial Aid when the fire drill took
place.

student accused of tumbling
a classmate in a washing
machine, a newspaper
reported
Monday,
highlighting the problem of
bullying that's often linked to
teenage suicides.

High school student ·
launders classmate
in bullying prank
SEOUL, South Korea
(AP) _ Police in South Korea
have arrested a high school

--

. . . .......
.. . · --· -.. -------·,..--

.· ~ ax.s•

ored youth in TellBB.

Don't let the hard rm telling you - to take care
work that people have put into of this university. Even
this university be in vain. Not
though you graduate and
only are you disrespecting the
leave the university, your
school, but yourselves as well. time here will have fonned a
For example, you paid legacy, and you want that
for the student center, so why legacy to be something that
do you insist on using the future students can treasure.
trash cans as drums to beat
Know your historyon and the foyer for step learn, love, and respect it.
shows? You know there are
sacred souls that are buried
under the university grounds,
so why do you continue to
walk on the grass?
Everyone has a responsibility to teach one another, especially the upper
classmen. Upper classmen
should be setting examples for
the freshman. You cannot expect someone to respect and
honor something that you
don't even respect.
Ignorance is not an
ellCUSe. Everyone mows what
w and um't. expect.eel ofhifll.OT

-receive an education.

htrr. l. chat

~

•

GRADUATE
FELLOWSHIPS
AVAILABLE UP TO
POUNDATlON

$24,000

College seniors and graduates who are
intcrc5ted in becoming secondary school
teachers of American history, American
government, or social studies may apply.
Fdlowships pay tuition, fees, books, and room
and board toward mastus degrees.
For information and applications call:

Stuc:fent Special!!

3

Medium

1-Topping

email: madison@act.org
or visit our wtbsitt

http:/www.jamesmadison.com

.

.

~

Deep Dish extra. <:>ffer expires 12-31-03.

♦

Q Dominos pizza LLC 2003. Participating storea only. Offer ca.m,ot be combined
with other offers. Prices subj ect IO change. Delivery area limited to in&ute safe
delivery. Driven C&IIY lea dwl $20. C•ntomec paya aalea 1u.

Delivery Specialists Needed!

$
,

James Madison Fellowships

1-800-525-6928

c\ of you - no

Prairie View

PiZZqS

WTO protesters bare
resenbnents and
bodies in Cancun
CAN CUN, Mexico
(AP) _ Anti-globalization
protesters stripped out of
their clothes and spelled out
the words "No WTO" with
their naked bodies Monday,
the first of several actions
against the World Trade
Organization meeting in this
resort city.

The incident is one
of the more dramatic cases
illustrating the problem of
hazing and bullying faced by
many Koreans at the hands
of classmates or seniors,
which sometimes leads to
suicide.

.

It's known the university has gone through many
name changes, from the Agricultural and Mechanical College of'Thxas for Colored Youth
to Prairie View Normal and
Industrial College to what it
is known as today, Prairie
View A & M University.
Prairie View has gone
from offering classes in practical trainings, such as home
By Christina Johnson
making and mechanical arts,
to
developing numerous deEditor in Chief
gree programs in engineering,
biology, education, and nursing.
Most of you, by now,
All ofyou know about
have heard the history behind
Prairie View's rich tradition,
Prairie View A & M Univer- yet you continue to disrespect
sity. ·
the school you claim to love so
It's known the uni- much. You show it everyday
versity had its early begin- when you walk on the grass,
nings as a plantation. In 1876, don't attend class, deface
the plantation became the school property, and don't refirst institution ofhigher edu- member the real reason why
cation to open its doors for col- you came to Prairie V1.ew·. to

.♦

*Must be 18 or older

•

*Part - Full Time
* Dependable, insured vehicle
*2 year verifiable good driving history
*Cash paid daily!

Please call Nicole Bryant at (936) 372-9800
or come by 31100-B FM 2920

r.;qual Opportunity Employer

♦
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NEWS

Tem.pton is faring well
ctowd depending Oil th~it
-=" · ·

·,.,,

.•

Fi>l'•:two weeks. stu..

dents :sat .and sat and welL

problems and worked from
t:he~, faking tht>se with
FAFSAJ)1'0l>lema wthe side

.
they aat,sQ~ miore wajtipg .. whi)e·some other-emplo~
. :1\ ·-:f.,..,~d hoputg,;just to make ,it ,., took ~roof those who have
. :;~ ~ji tbr-0ugb;·the double doors to not been awarded.
. . . ~~--, .·' ',talk.tosomeone,anyooe.
· Or. maybe ,.. we
' . .," _. Wlltn ,sehool finally uh:ould be allowed to elee,.

started, ·a ~ 12. days ago,

trQnically $1~ our award

Eric Dat&:,rn:,mfort Worth, ·' letter$ via Panther 'fraeks)
'lexas said;{the financial rud Tb~ wm:iJd save many of mf

~m~-~~-i~i~fi

wmie Tempton,
senior vice president for
external affairs and former
interim president is still
hospitalized at St. Joseph
Hosiptal in Hou.st.cm.
The interim vice
president of student and
enrollment services, Dr.
Doris Price said she talked
to Tempton's wife over the
weekend and was pleased to
learn Tempton is making
steady progress.
Mrs. Tempton said
the family appreciates the
prayers of everyone and
sends their love to the
students and the entire
university family.
Price stated she is
aware
students
are
concerned
and
have
expressed an interest in
visiting Tempton, but
visitations will be limited to
only family members at this
time in order to allow
Tampton to continue to

recuperat e and get some
rest.
The Panther staff
would like to wish Tempton
a speedy recovery.
We are looking
forward to seeing his face on
the yard once again.

One dollar, many choices
Local business offers great buys for just a buck
By Larry Fletcher

candies, hair supplies,
bathroom accessories, baby
clothes, pain medication,
school supplies, tools and
kitchen supplies, and much
more.
Grimes handpicks
her items from national
trade shows, held in
Chicago, Las Vegas, New
York and Florida.
"I'm always open for
suggestions," Grimes said.
She tries to keep the store
updated with new products
one would not usually find in
a dollar store.
Grimes is mindful of
Prairie
View
A&M
University students when
purchasing for her store.
"Being located close to a
college campus, I always try
to
purchase
student
beneficial products," Grimes
said.

Panther Staff

The D&M Dollar
store recently opened in
Waller County offering
valuable items at affordable
prices.
Stepping in the
store, one immediately
becomes overwhelmed with
the available selections.
However, there is a loving
undertone to this business.
Storeowner, Debbie
Grimes, said D & M stands
for Debbie and Mom " My
mother made it possible for
me to live my dream of
owning a business", Grimes
said. Part of her mother's
dream was to make sure
every child would be able to
have Christmas by selling
affordable toys.
The store offers

. :p .
Pmt
.

~

.

·:··

r-''
:

dormitory items in Grimes'
store .
Grimes, a native of
Lubbock, Texas, moved to
Waller because she wanted
the business close to home.
Grimes
and
relatives run the business
with quality items and
service.
The D&M Dollar
store is located off old
business 290 at 1018 Sander
Road.
The store hours are
9:00 am- 7:00 p.m Monday
through Saturday. The store
is closed on Sunday.
Students
find
themselves counting pocket
change just to get by. The
D&M Dollar Store is sure to
provide a wide selection of
items for a dollar or a
handful of change.

*Caffeine is a central nervous
' system stimulant and is found not

numerous types of toys,

One can find many
useful necessities not only

· ust in coffee., but \n tea., co\a., csoTn~

party supplies variety of

for academic life, but a1so

other soft drinks, cocoa, chocolate,
and various over-the-counter.
prescription medications, including
pain relievers and stimulants.

,

..

How can we fix the problems in financial aid?

*Caffeine is the most widely used
psychoactive drug in the world. It
i~ extr~cted from the seeds, leaves,
and fruits of more than 60 plant
species throughout the world.

FALL 2003
The Department of Student Activities & Leadership will offer
MIP Forum Sessions in the Memorial Student Center, RM 221 C
Monday, Sept. 8
Tuesday, Sept. 9
Thursday, Sept. 11

Monday, Sept. 22
Tbursday,Sept.25
Monday, Sept. 29

1

Tuesday, Sept. 30
Thursday, Oct. 2

3:30 PM, 5:15 PM, 6:15 PM, 7:15 PM
if IP Forum attendef' space is limited to 20 participants per session. Participants

must register with the DSAL in MSC, RM 221 on or before 12:00 PM Noon the
day of the session offering.

*Older adults and children are more
sensitive to caffeine's effects than
younger adults. Daily use of low
or moderate doses of caffeine does
not produce adverse effects in
healthy adults.

***Prospective members and chapter members must comrlete one (1) MIP
Forum prior to the Initiation of the respective organizations MIP process.***

Denaron Babineaux

Alancia Williams

Failure ofthe requested individuals to attend the minimum one (1) MIP Forum
will forfeit his/her opportunity to f"rlicipate in the university's FALL 2003
Membership Intake Program.
.

Warren Hardy

Soplwmore/Criminal Justice

Freshman/Communications

Junior/Chemical Engineering

"They need more than one person
at the front desk and more
counselors in the back. Or, they
can move it back to the old office
until they get the new one situated
right."

"They need some back up
systems for the computers
because it seems as if every
time you get to the front of
the line the system goes
down."

"By not having it on the third
floor. Organization is the key
and that is what we need."

Jatoya Clay

Students needing special assistance, call ext. 2610.

Seniorlllealth
"I feel in order to improve
financial aid everything
should be handled via
Internet."

~

-~···

/i 4 Student Organization Recognition Packet 2003
-· · /

J .., I -

For more information call the Health
Center at ext. 2511 or contact the staff
at ofhcboss@hotmail.com for topics
you would like to know more about!

(Recognized Student Urganizations)

Due Tuesdayl S?ttember 30, 2003, 5:00 PM
Memor al tudent Center, R 221

Forms now available@
www .pvamu.edu/studentactivit1es "Forms"

Courtesy ofTJ. Pierre,Administrator.
Health & Counseling Services

The Panther
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SPORTS

Strong offense lifts Southern over
Prairie View in Shreveport ·contest

The Comtltation

or

Bv Steven Kmmedy

The Student Government As.wdation

Panther Staff

.
In Shreveport, La.
Prairie View A&M University's football team (0-2), t.ook
on the Southern University
Jaguars (2-0) at the annual
~i:
·:<•:
Port. City Classic in Indepen·::::.
dence Stadium.
It was the 66th meeting between the two historically black colleges, and it attracted a crowd of approximately 11,947 fans.
Southern University
came into Saturday's contest
holding a 13-game winning
streak against the Panthers
dating to the 1989 season.
Coming off' their first
opening day win since 1999
after defeating Mississippi
Valley Stat.e last weekend, the
Southern Jaguars marched
onto the field with an unlimited amount of confidence.
.
. Htp"'.b&lk•/; W~JL
On the other hand,
.~ t.t olltfbr~~ Prairie View A&M was look. .the South B ~WSbnt:·' ing to upset the Jaguars, and
~.1h ouWh~ ti.1a·dl&-: move to an even record in the
win-loss column.
Southern kicked the
:~•

·o~~~~i~~~. 

,:reat~:r:~~dt

~·'E
:w. •·- .

~ty

~~
ho .
hw-P

~

game off with quarterback
Quincy Richard completing a
14-yard pass to Wide Receiver
Drayton Bridges for a touchdown pass. Southern reached
the end zone again with a 12yard run by running back
Kenneth Peoples to put the
Jaguars up 14-0 with 9:00 to
go in the first quarter.
Wide Receiver Chris
Davis ofSouthem also scored
with a 25-yard touchdown reception to put SU up 20-0, going int.o the second quarter.
In the beginning of
the second quarter, Prairie
View A&M completed. an im-,
pressive 15-play, 73-yard
drive to set up their first score
of the game with a 2-yard
t.ouchdown pass from quarterback James Adamo to freshman wide receiver Alex
Porterie. This cut Southem's
lead to 20-7 with 10: 15 to go
in the first half. But the Jaguars weren't done yet with
running back Leon Miller, and
freshman standout comer

back J armaul George both
scoring touchdowns before the
end of the first half Miller
had a 1-yard run, and George
had a 39 yard interception
return for a score to put
Southern up 34-7 going int.o
halftime.
In the second half it
was running back Kenneth
Peoples for Southern who
racked. up 131 yards on 20 carries, and scored two t.ouchdowns in the third quarter, to
put the Jaguars up 48-7 going
into fourth quarter. Prairie
View's offense was held most
of the game, due t.o a very talented Southern defense that
featured preseason 1oi team
ALL-SWAC comerback. Lenny
Williams, who finished the
game with 8 tackles including
one sack.
Although it was all
Sou.them on the offensive side
of the ball, junior defensive
back Santana Lane of Prairie

the PantheriJ.
Southern's outstanding offensive output of 62
plays for 531 total yards rendered the Panthers helpless
against the Jaguars aerial
and running onslaught. This
resulted in a 62- 7 Panthers'
loss. Prairie View A & M finished with 71 plays for 253
yards in total offense. Leaders on offense for the Panthers
were quarterback James
Adamo (12 of24 for 146 yards,
1 TD), running back Tavarie
Holliday (15 carries for 34
yards), and WRs Courtney
White and Joseph Vaughn
who both led Prairie View A
& M with 5 catches each for a
t.otal of 88 yards.
This week Prairie
View A&M will be looking to
get their first win of the season in front of the home crowd

Prairie View A & M Uaiversity
Prairie View, Texas

Reco111111eaded For Approval and Ratllkation:

After 12th Clam Day, Sqtcmhcr 2"3

See Southern, page 7

GOVY.llNMENT ASSOCl.ATlO CONSTIT\JTIO
PRAIRIE VIEW A & M UNIVERSITY

View A&M made his presence
felt contributing 9 tackles for

., ..

leabd m > µ l ~ ~ ~

Lady Panthers trounce Lady Tigers to
~~- ~,,,~,: ~,avenge Labor Day defeat in football
tu.rY:·saw

~ en.~:ccnmtrycameU:O.:...

d.er l s well, .a nd it was
' Tht:l' late.~

sme:t-.atj\¢ bas,.

ketball
~iii·. g··~
.. : .,·.....
.· .· ~ m

ftnMonica
Johnson
ther Staff

w.

theN»A.. •Frointbe.no•look
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arenas. Cotp0tations ~
ganto takeno~0e<1ftheCOl"-

relation hetj.f~e~•hip~b,op,~
and:l>asketblD,::, -'Ov&'t the
last two yean.,. there h~ve:-

been rout tel.c:,.vision edii.merejals aited where a rap.;
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l~,er.- ;
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"Deja vu" would be
the most opportune phrase
to describe the second meeting in less than a week between Texas Southern and
Prairie View.
Although the crowd
was ofa smaller capacity, the
support remained for the
Panthers. This time, however, the out.come was very
different.
On Thursda~ Sept. 4, the
Lady Panther soccer team
swept the Lady Tigers of
TSU right off' of the field, recording a 10-1 victory.
TSU started the
scoring off with their first
goal of the game, striking
within the first minutes of
the game. Unfortunately for
the Tigers, that would prove

~ai.4~
!
~.,~::~~
.·' + :!j;~~~:I;;,,r:\:5/·· : ,:; ,~··· :,:· ·~,
Uptw.U .

::t::::: ·,:·.
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PREAMBLE

,. ce~

.

·-=-

to be the only scoring they
would do versus the Panthers this day.
PV's
Brittany
Collins led off the onslaught
by scoring one of her two
goals in the contest with
38:51 left in the opening period. Led by the three consecutive scores of Marquita
Campbell, the Panthers
went into the half with a4-1
advantage.
At the half, Panther
head coach Felicia Tarver insisted that the team had
what it took to come out vict.orious. ''We are bett.er than
this team. We need to play
up to our level and play
smart," Tarver said.
The words of Tarver
resonated throughout the

t.eam, as the Lady Panthers the Tigers woes, but also the
offense came out on fire in lockdown job by PV goalie
the second half
Barbara Martinez.stopped
Three different play- anyTSU contention whenever
ers scored in a six score sec- the ball crossed their side of
ond half. Although the the field.
coaches stressed the impor"It was pride that won
tance of communication this game," said coach Tarver
throughout the contest, de- after the game. "This was an
fense aided the Panther important game, not only because.
cause it's the first conference
Rarely was the ball game, also because it's our
in the backfield, thanks to first conference win in hissophomore sweeper Krystal tory."
Dillon. "rve been playing
As for future perforsince I was five years old. mances, coach Tarver is very
Good timing and perception excited about the team potenare what it takes for me to tial. "We need to play as we
do my job."
are playing now. Play hard
'Tve been playing for the whole ninety minutes, and
so long, it just comes natu- don't let the opposing team
rally," said Dillon. Not only start off' dictating the game.
did Dillon's presence cause Play at our own pace."

We the students of Prairie View A & M University, in order to provide an official and representative student organization to investigate
student issues and provide.appropriate advice, promote effective representation and responsible student participation, in appropriate decision
making processes of the University, promote academic excellence and the quality of education, provide the official voice through which
student opinion may be expressed, do hereby, adopt, and establish this Constitution for the Student Government Association of Prairie View
A & M University.

ARTICLE I: NAME
A. The name of this organization shall be the Student Government Association of Prairie View
A & M University.
B. The student Government Association is the highest-ranking student organization at Prairie View A&M University and is officially chartered to speak on the behalf of the student body to the University Administration, as well as all internal and external organizations.

ARTICLE II: :MEMBERSHIP
2.1

Membership in the Student Government Association shall consist of all students officially enrolled at Prairie View A & M University.
Students enrolled at Prairie View A&M University after the 12th class day each semester determines each semester voting membership. All qualifying students as defined by this article shall be called the General Student Body.

ARTICLE m: ORGANIZATION AND FUNDING
' 3.1

The governing structure of the Student Government Association shall consist of three branches: the Executive Branch, Legislative
Branch, and Judicial Branch.

3.2
3.3
3.4

No individual shall be a member of more than one branch referred to in 3.1 with the exception of the Executive Vice-President who
shall also serve as the President of the Student Senate.
There shall exist for each branch a Byelaw regulating its internal business, subject to the approval of the senate.
The Student Government Association shall receive funding from the Student Service Fees and optional student fees, which have been
appropriated and approved by the appropriate authorities. The Student Government Association, may generate additional revenue,
provided the collection of such additional revenues complies with all university regulations.

ARTICLE IV: THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

4.1

The Executive Branch of the Student Government Association shall consist of the President, the Executive ViJe-President, and
Comptroller, who shall be elected by the Student Body, and a Special Assistant to the President, Chief of Staff an~ other such voting
members as enumerated in the Executive Board Code, appointed in like manner as prescribed by the relevant sections of the Executive Board code. Only these Executive Branch members are permitted to vote in Executive Branch meetings. Additionally, the
Presid~nt abiding by the provisions of the Executive board code may include other non-voting members on the board.
\l ,

A. A candidate for President and Executive Vice President must be a student of Prairie View A & M University and have completed at least
sixty- (60) semester hours in residence at Prairie View A & M University and a minimum of _one fiscal y~ active experienc~ in
Student Goverment Association prior to assuming office. Candidates for President and Executive Vice-President must be full-time
students, have at least a 2. 70 grade point average from the previous semester prior to assuming office. While holding office the
President and Executive Vice-President must maintain at least a 2.50 cumulative grade point average and must not be on disciplinary
or scholastic probation, and must be in good standing (academic, fiscal, and moral conduct) with the University.

t5
1.

Carry out all duties properly incumbent on the President of the Student Government Association and serve as the representative of the
Student Body.
I.

Faithfully execute all acts of the Student Senate.

I.

Present a tentative specified, goal-oriented plan for the new school year to the Student Senate. This plan shall also include the budget
for that period.
.

I.

Serve on, or appoint a representative to committees, boards, and councils of which he or she shall also serve as a member of the
Student Services Fees Allocation Board.

1.

Have the power to call a special meeting of the Student Senate, address the Student Senate, receive senatorial reports, and answer all
questions for clarification plll}lOses prior to all actual senatorial meetings. The President shall not participate nor vote in the
actual Student Senate meetings.

1.

Have the power to veto all legislation passed by the Student Senate. The power of veto may be overridden by a (2/3) vote of the
Student Senate present at an announced meeting provided that fifty-one (51) percent of duly sworn senators are present, thus
consisting a quorum, and provided that the senators were notified at least forty-eight (48) hours before such meetings. Any
legislation not signed or vetoed within five (5) class days shall be considered passed. The President shall have the line item
veto power on all money Bills including the budget. This veto power shall not extend to Constitutional Amendments or
measures approved in a referendum.

I.
In the event that President and Executive Vice-President shall fail to maintain any of the requirements or is placed on conduct probation or
determined to have acted contrary to the provision(s) of the constitution and/or the byelaws, the student senate shall begin
proceedings to remove any of these officers with the chiefjustice presiding in any of these cases. The student senate shall cause
the Chief Justice to set up a panel of inquiry of five justices including the Chief Justice to investigate allegations against the
officers and make a recommendation to the senate for necessary action. The senate can accept or reject the recommendation of
the pane\ b-y two-thirds. of senators sitting in quorum at a nonnal sitting. The student government advisor shall ~ffect the
decision of the Senate immediately. AU incumbent powers or responsibilities bestowed upon the President or Executive Vice.President is declared null and void upon the conclusion of the impeachment proceedings, as described in the Senate Bye-Laws.
The individual has the right of due process of law as outlined in the current Prairie View A&M University Student Handbook
and current University Catalog.

1. In the event of the inability of the President to fulfill the duties of the office, or upon his\her removal or resignation from office, the
Executive Vice-President shall assume the office of the President subject to a vote of confidence by two-thirds (2/3) of the Senate
present and voting at an announced meeting. Upon failure of Executive Vice-President to receive this vote of confidence, the Sen~te
will proceed to elect a delegate for the position from within the Student Senate. The elected delegate shall be known as the lntenm
President and shall serve until the term of the removed President expires.

The President shall:

4.5.7 Have the power to appoint qualified individuals to fill any open Executive board (voting members only) or Senate seats with
the approval by simple majority vote of the Student Senate present at an announced meeting within Ten (\0) class da-ys of the
vacancies create any needed Presidential committees. The President shall also cxCJCise full control over the bureaucnc-y as
enumerated in the executive board code. The Student Govcmmcnt 'President sba\\ also fte.Om.mcM to , b e . ~ ~ \ . o{ \bro
University all student appointments to various University-wide Commi.uecs w\\h \he ~ova\ oi a smq,\c 'IDa)<Jffl.) oi
Student Senate at an announced meeting.

1.

Enter into agreement with agencies and mganizations outside the University community, on the behalf of the Student Government
Association, subject to th~ simple majority approval of the Student Senate or majority approval of the Officers of the Senate in
case the Student ·Senate is in recess. Recess shall be defined as the Summer Sessions and official University holidays and
breaks during the academic year.

4.5.9 The power of additional appointments under the due process of law as provided by the E-Board code.

-.6

The Executive Vice-President shall:

A.
The Executive Branch voting members must be a student of Prairie View A & M University and have completed at least thirty- (30) semester
hours in residence at Prairie View A & M University prior to assuming office. Members of the E-Board must be full-time students,
have at least a 2.50 grade point average from the previous semester prior to assuming office. While holding office they must
maintain at least a 2.50 semester grade point average, must not be on disciplinary or scholastic probation, and must be in good
standing (academically, financially, and morally) with the university.

1.

Succeed to the Presidency in case of removal, resignation, or incapacitation of the President. This is subject however, to the approval
of two-thirds of the senate.

1.

Assist the President with the assigned responsibilities.
4.6.3 Serve as President of the Senate; yet, he\she may not debate or vote on a11 issue within the Student Senate unless there is a tie.

4.3.1. In the event that an Executive Branch member fail to maintian any of these requirements or is placed on conduct probation, the
Student Government Association President shall ask for the Branch member resignation and shall notify the student advisor.
Only the Executive Vice-President shall have the due process of law enumerated in section 4.2.1 above. I~ the President does
not receive the resignation within seven (7) class days, the individual is thus considered terminated and replaced immediately.
All incumbent powers or responsibilities bestowed upon the individual are declared null and void upon the request of his/her
resignation.
4.4

The term of office for the Student Government Association officials shall commence in a timely matter, at the end of the spring
semester provided there has been accurate certification of all election results and they have been sworn in by an oath administered by
the University President or his/her designee.

1.

•· 7

Serve as liaison for the Student Senate and the Student Government Association President.

The Comptroller shall:

1.

Demonstrate accounting and good money management skills.

1.

Assist the President in developing an annual budget for approval by a simple majority vote of the Student Senators present at an
announced meeting within two sittings (10 class days) after the fall elections. The Senate before approval may change the
allocation of funds in the budget by a two-thirds majority vote of the Student Senate present at an announced meeting.

•
1.

Suggest ways in which the revenue base of the Student Govcmmcnt can be increased.

1.

Act as an advisor to the student senate - particularly as a financial adviser pff the floor. Thus be/she cannot contribute to debate or
offer advice before the Student Senate, except a special sitting is called for this purpo~.

'-8

the Student Senate) shall create a Senatorial Agenda. ·1bese agendas shall be presented tor a majority approval of tile

Vice Presidents:
I

a manner prescribed by the E-Board Code. They shall also accept reports on the activities of the committees under them and
forward such to the chief of staff for the attention of the President.

ARTICLE V: THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

1.

5.6.

Business shall be conducted as follows:

1.

4.8.1 Sball administer the permanent divisions of the SGA, which are congruent with the administrative structure of the university in

5.1

Senate at the second Student Senate meetings of the fall semester.

A simple majority of members of the Student Senate shall constitute a quorum at meetings.
2. General minutes of all General Student Government Association meetings shall be made available to the public.

A.

•.

Students who are not senators are generally not allowed to participate in the Student Senate meetings. A non-member of the Student
Senate may make a special request to the Student Senate President that they be allowed to address the Student Senate, such is
subject to the approval of the officers Oeaders) of the Senate.

1be Legislative powers shall be vested in the Student Senate of the Student Government
Association of Prairie View A & M
U(liversity. The Student Senate shall be the official group which shall identify students' concerns and formulate student policy.

,

1.

l

The President of the Student Senate will present all bills passed by the Senate to the Student Government Association President for
his/her approval or veto.

Each Senator is to serve as a liaison for his/her particular College, Department,
Council, Organization, Class or Interests and the Student Government Senate, thus allowing more collaboration among these

1.

The Student Senate may call a general referendum of the student body in order to consider proposed legislation.

I.

Toe student body shall have the power to enact measures independent of the Senate on legislative issues. An initiative petition
containing the signatures of ten ( 10) percent of the student body or referendum petition containing ten percent of the
student body shall be required to call a referendum within ten (10) class days after issuance of petition obtained from the
Student Government Association office. The petition shall contain the date of issuance, the signatures, and Identification
numbers of the signers. The measure shall be held within fifteen (15) class days after presentation of the petition to the
Student Government Association President. The Student Government Association President shall implement the result
of the referendum.

entities and providing a more efficient and knowledgeable Student Senate.

\.
lbe Student Government Association Senate shall meet at periods designated by the senate leaders. The President of the SGA and /or the
President of the Senate are empowered to call additional meetings at any time be/she deems necessary in line with the provisions
of the senate byelaws, and these shall constitute officially recognized meetings provided a quorum exists, and provided that the
Senators were notified at least 24 hours before such meetings.

\.. 'l'hc Student Senate shall be composed of no more than forty-five (45) student positions: Two-thirds (30) of the memben of the Student
Senate shall be elected by the senator's constituency (as defined by the senate bylaws) in the general student body election, and onethird (15) shall be appointed by the President-Elect- nine of whom must be appointed during the transitional period and are subject
to the approval of the old senate. The details of available positions are contained in the student senate byelaws.

1.
The Student Senators shall meet the same requirements of student leaders as outline in the Prairie View A&M University Student Handbook and Prairie View A&M University catalog.
2. The power of re-apportionment of the student senate positions shall be invested in the Student Senate in line with the growth of the
student population.
3. Job descriptions for all senators' shall be described in the Student Government Association Senate byelaws.
4. The senate leadership shall include all chairmen of the senate standing committees, the President Pro Tempore of the senate and the
Executive Vice President who shall also be the Senate President.
5. The transitional period shall be defined as the period spanning one week after the declaration of a valid election result and the
swearing in ceremony for the newly elected President.
6. The President-Elect shall be sworn in at a ceremony held before the end of the spring semester.
7. Details of the senate transitional procedures shall be in the senate byelaws.

...
be freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior class senatorial representatives shall be the Class President of each class for the current
academic school year.

.5 . The Student Senate shall:
5.5.1 Enact all measures necessary and proper for the general welfare of the student body in accordance with this Constitution.

5.5.2 Establish such procedures as might be necessary for the proper functioning of the Senate by a majority vote of the
membership.
5.5.3 After receipt of the Student Body President's tentative specified goal-oriented plan, the officers (listed in the Bylaws of

~uc:1·1t.:JA; VI: Tbe JDdidaJ .BrancJI

S.1

The Judicial Branch shall consist of (9) nine justices. There shall be (1) chief justice and (8) associate justices.

S.2

All members of the judicial branch must be full-time students, have at least a 2.5 cumulative grade point average, must not be on
scholastic or disciplinary probation, and must be in good standing (academically, financially, and morally) with the university.

A..
There shall be eight associate justices: two freshman class justices, two sophomore class justices, two junior class justices, and two senior
class justices. Each class shall elect an associate justice during fall elections for a one year term.

A.. The Chief Justice and four associate justices evenly shared by each class will be appointed by the President of the Student Government Association at the beginning of the spring semester for a one year term and must be approved by (2/3) of the senate majority.
A..

S.6.

The Judicial branch shall be formally referred to as the judicial panel and shall be guided
laws.

by the provisions of the judicial bye-

The constitutional powers of the panel shall be to interpret the constitution and any such laws of the SGA, and adjudicate between
parties appearing before it to settle disputes in matters of law. It shall have the powers to grant legal instruments to exercise these
powers. Any powers conferred on it by an act of the senate or this constitution shall also be legal.

A.. In case of resignation or incapacitation of any justice, the President shall appoint a qualifying student in an acting capacity, as stated in
the byelaws, until the senate approval of any new nominations to the position upon the reco°:llllendation of the President. However,
such appointments are for a term not exceeding four calendar weeks.

S.S.

A judge sitting on the panel can be removed in accordance with the provisions of the judicial byelaws.

ARTICLE VIl: REMOVAL OF OfflCERS

B. Such signatures are subject to the verifications of a duly constituted elections committee in line with the provision of this constitution.
C. The President and Executive Vice president shall immediately after the ratification of this constitution take steps to bring all the activities
of the Student Government Association in line with the relevant provisions of the constitution.

\. In the event of the removal of the President and the Executive Vice President the Chief Justice shall preside over such process.
3. All other officials shall be removed in line with the provision of the byelaw guiding the branch of the Student Government Association
they belong to.
:. The panel of inquiry for the impeachment process shall consist of the members of the Judicial Branch of the Student Government
Association.
). No member of the Student Senate shall be on conduct probation with the university. AJl elected, executive, senatorial, and judicial
members may be removed for such acts as not coming to meetings, insubordination, or not fulfilling one's responsibilities. Senatorial, senate officers, and senate ex-officio officers shall maintain a minimum 2.5 cumulative G.P.A. as well as maintain a minimum
, 2.5 for every semester (spring, summer, and fall) while in office. Refer to the University Handbook regarding disciplinary proce- dures, rights, and privileges.

ARTICLE X: GENERAL ASSEMBLY
·

The Student Government Association General Assembly shall be the third Thursday of each month classes are in session. The
President of the Student Government Association is empowered to call meetings at anytime he/she deems necessary, and these shall
constitute officially recognized meetings, provided that notice has been given to the student population by the appropriate advertisement at least seventy-two hours or (3) days prior to the General Assembly with the Student GovernmentAssociation.

11.1

ARTICLE VIII: AMENDMENTS
The Constitution of the SGA may be amended in the following manner:
By referendum, with a majority vote of the members of the Student Government Association.

ARTICLE XI: GENERAL PROVISIONS

!\.. A referendum will be held on a proposed amendment to the Constitution.

12.1

1

l.
:f proposed in the student Senate and two thirds (2/3) of the total voting membership Student Senate is in favor of the amendment being
brought before the Student Government Association for a vote.

I. By petition of members of the Student Government Association. The number of members required on the petition must equal or be
greater than thirty (30) percent of the total number of ballots cast in the last general election.

This Constitution and Bylaws supersedes all previous Constitutions and Bylaws. All Bylaws hereto now in effect and not in conflict
with any provision of this Constitution and Bylaws are hereby declared to be valid as statutory enactments.
12.2 The President shall cause to budgeted for each branch of government an operations cost.
A. Any expenditure by the Student Government Association of Prairie View A & M University shall be signed off for approval by the
Student Government President, who is the ultimate accounting authority after the proper senate approval have been secured.

. 12.4

The term "announced meetings" has been stated in this Constitution and thus means that all individuals possessing a Constitutional
Right to fully participate in all meetings shall be notified at least 24 hours in advance. Any meetings held without such notification
shall be considered null and void.

l. By two-thirds (2/3) vote of the total voting membership of the Student Senate if proposed by an external entity outside the senate.

12.5

Any l:)tC>l)Osed amendment, together with parts of the Constitution affected, should be
'Published in the Prairie View A&M University student newspaper at least one week prior
\.

\.

to the election.

The General Election for Student Government Association officers shall take place at a time designated

A. The position of Student Government Association President and Vice-President are separate, and candidates must file and be e\ected
specifically for either of these positions. Candidates for both positions however have the option of running on the same ticket, in
which case they shall receive the same vote.

An approved amendments will be appended to the original constitution.

The Student Government Association strocture should be reflective of the current university structure.
•

I

:be vice-presidents shall sit on the Executive-board only, and may be elected during the spring elections. In case of vacancies, the new
President shall appoint, subject to the approval of the new senate a replacement for the remainder of the term of office vacated.

2.7

All other references and regulations relative to the election process shall fall under the Bylaws and guidelines of eh Election Code of
the Student Government Association of Prairie View A & M University.

2.8

Every elected official qf the Student Government Association, before entering upon the execution of his/her duties of office shall take
the following oath or affirmation.

. The Vice Presidents shall be voting members of the Executive Board.
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute to the best of my ability, the office of (title of office)
for the Prairie View A & M University Student Government Association, and at all times protect the welfare of
the student body and to promote good relations between the students and those concerned with the University."

\..

In

Section

4.2 ..2

the

title

of

the

chosen

delegate

will

be

Interim

President.

I. Two elective offices shall not be held simultaneously by the same person, nor shall two persons simultaneously hold the same elective
0~

~

.

All elected officials shall be deemed elected and sworn in at the first Senate meeting after the class elections and after the final election
for the respective positions.

r
l.

l,

The summer session of Prairie View A & M University shall be considered a regular session only for those Executive Officers, Senators,
and Members of the Student Government Association enrolled in summer school. Members of the Presidential transitional committee
duly appointed shall also serve at large during this period. All action taken by the Legislative body during the summer session shall be
subject to approval by the legislative body at its first meeting of the fall semester.
There shall be no legal provision requiring a minimum number of voters participating in any general election in order to validate that
election. It shall be the responsibility of the Student Government Association to encourage and facilitate a maximum voter turnout in
all Student Government elections.

ARTICLE IX: RATIF1CATION
l,

\.. This Constitution shall be effective immediately upon ratification by at least a number of signatures equal to two-thirds of students that
voted in the preceding spring elections of the General Student Body and approved by the appropriate authorities.

The President shall cause to be delivered to the Senate the projected revenue and expenditure for the impending year, at least two sittings
after the spring elections are concluded.
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A. 1be Elections committee shall consist of the Chairman of the standing senate committee charged with conducting election~ and an ~ven
number of members subject to the approval of the sitting President for the fall elections, and the Student Senate for the spnng elections.

ARTIQ,E XIQ; OJ<lltlCATIQN
13.1

This Student GovemmentAssociation Constitution stands approved and ratified by vote of the Student Body on

(Date)

Chairman, Constitution Committee

President of the Student Senate

President of the Student Government

Southem, from page 6
against the Paul Quinn Tigers
this Saturday at Blackshear
Stadium The Panthen come
int.o the game as heavy favorites, as they have defeated
Paul Quinn in each of the last
two seasons. Game time is at

SPORTS

Athlete of the week
Name: Krystle Dillon

Sport: Soccer

6:00p.m.

NBA names chairman
of Hall of Fame

Classification: Sophomore

SPRINGFIELD,
Mass. (AP) _ NBA deputy
commissioner Russ Granik
has been named chairman of
the board of the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame.
"'lbe staff and board
of trustees of the Hall are
very pleased t.o have a person so dedicated t.o the sport
as Russ Granik," Hall of
Fame President and CEO
John Doleva said Friday.
"Russ has been an important
board member for 20 years,
and his willingness t.o serve
as chairman is a great indication of the commitment the
NBA bas t.o the success of the
Basketball Hall of Fame."
Granik is entering

Major: Health Education

Position: Sweeper
Claim to Fame: Her
defensive talent led to the
Lady Panthers 10-1
victory over Texas
Southern

hia 27th year with the NBA,

his 13th as deputy commissioner.

Student Government Advisor
·
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: NFL -will look into ;
' Milloy tampering
allegation

Campus Activities Board

j;;

Student Government Advisor

University President
Prairie View A & M University

NEW YORK (AP)_ called the report "absurd," .The NFL is looking into a and Milloy disputed the re- f
report that the Washington port Sunday, saying he :1
Redskins tampered with "' asn't contacted by any ..
safety Lawyer Milloy while other team" before the Pabe was still under contract triots cut him.
,i
to the New England Patri- For salary cap reasons, the :
ots.
Patriots had wanted Milloy
"We're aware of the t.o take a pay cut this sea- '.i
report and expect to look t.o son. When negotiations ~
into it," spokesman Greg broke down, he was released [
Aiello said Monday.
Tuesday.
;'
On
Saturday,
The four-time Pro J
SI.com quoted Milloy as Bowl selection signed a four- '
saying that Washington year, $15 million contract J:
made him an offer before with Buffalo on Wednesday. ,
the Patriots released him
Aiello said the ;
last week. That would be a league plans to interview ~
violation of the NFL's tam- the parties involved, with no t
pering rules.
timetable set for a resolu- ~
The
Redskins tion.

In the Department of Student Activities & Leadership

sponsors

Cotton Bowl Classic Weekend Trip
October 3-5, 2003

...

Dallas,Texas

Prairie View A&M Panthers University
-vsGrambling State Tigers University
Package: $80.00
Includes: Two (2) Nights
Chartered Bus Transportation
Complimentary Breakfast (Saturday & Sunday)
AND Game Ticket
To secure a space on the Party Bus, pay at the Cashi_er's
Window and bring the paid receipt to Campus Activities
Board, MSC RM 221 A.
Deadline Date: Friday, September 26, 2003 @ 5:00 PM
Space Is limlted••• Don't be Late.
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NEWS

Regents call for Baylor
President's resignation
Associated Press

Five
Baylor
University regents called
Monday for the ouster of
university President Robert
Sloan, saying a change in
leadership is needed for the
beleaguered school
The letter sent by·fax
and e-mail to the regents' 31
colleagues requests a vote of
the full board on Sloan's
future. The regent£: are set to
meet Thursday and Friday.
The school is trying
to recover from the death of
basketball player Patrick
Dennehy
and
the
resignations of basketball
coach Dave Bliss and athletic
director 'lbm Stanton after
the discovery ofserious rules
violations.
Regent
John
Wilkerson said the call for
resignation isn't about the
basketball
progTam's
-problems or questions over
the
school's building
initiative to move "Baylor into
the top tier of American

universities by 2012.
Wilkerson told the
Tribune-Herald he has
concluded Sloan cannot
effectively lead the "Baylor
family" through the issues
that have divided it.
The Tribune-Herald
reported in its online edition
Monday night that Carl Bell,
Mary Chavanne-Martin,
Toby Druin , Jaclanel
McFarland and Wilkerson
were calling for Sloan's
firing.
Bell,
Druin,
McFarland and Wilkerson
had a conference call with
Sloan before releasing the
letter.
Baylor spokesman
Larry Brumley said Sloan,
who has been president for
eight years, has no plans to
step down.
Meanwhile, the
Baylor faculty senate is
expected to discuss a noconfidence vote of Sloan on
Tuesday.
In their letter, the
regents said their concerns

included "exorbitant" tuition
increases, a shift to bonded
indebtedness for Baylor's
massive, ongoing building
campaign, heavy and
uneven-handed methods
used in hiring faculty ancJ
establishment of a dual
faculty
system
that
distinguishes researchoriented members from
those with primarily
teaching loads.
The regents said
they have tried to deal with
the issues before, but only at
a superficial level.
Supporters of Sloan
say he is a visionary who is
taking the world's largest
Baptist university in an
exciting direction.
Opponents question
Baylor's fiscal health with
the indebtedness incurred by
its unprecedented building
campaign.
Sloan also has been
criticized as vindictive and
intolerant of dissent. He has

denied the allegations.

Freshmen begin their transitions from cubs to panthers
By Kory Briggs
Panther Staff

SG~ Speaks Out
Come by the Student Government
Association office to sign for the
ratification of the new Constitution.
We are on the 2nd floor, rm. 223 of
the Memorial Student Center.
The fall election packets will be
available Thursday, Sept. 11.
Elections for class offices, kings,

queens, and justices as well as
senators will be held this fall.
~~

27 class

TASP INFO YOU SHOULD
KNOW
•

•
•

days'til
Midterms

You must have a grade of 'C' or better in your
developmental class (es) at mid-terms to be able to pre-register for the
spring.
.
You must take the T ASP at least once every acade1D1c year.
Check out the following URL: http://calendan.pvamu.edu/ for information
about our Quick TASP testing schedule !>r call 936/857-2747.

DATES TOREMEMBER (all dates found at the website
http://calendars.pvamu.edu/}

September 10, 2003

September 11, 2003
October 16-18
October 25, 2003

12th Class Day
Last day to withdraw from
course(s) without record
Withdrawal from courses with
record (W) begin
Mid-term Exams
Homecoming

YOUR EDUCATION IS OUR PRIORITY!!

NEWS

A day in the life: Part 1

The Answers
Weekly Update for Freshmen
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The fall elections will be held
Tuesday, September 23, 2003.

As a new year
begins at Prairie View A&M
University, new students
begin a new life filled with
excitement
and
enthusiasm.
The Fall 2003
semester has brought an
estimated 1,428 freshman
students residing in
University College.
According to the
director of student life,
David Anderson, "This
should be a successful year
for all new students."
Freshmen attended
the second annual "Panther
Orientation Camp," hosted
by the Panther Advisory
Leaders (PALs) to provide
insight into campus life.
So, how is college
weeks into their first
semester?
"The
school's
outstanding
nursing
program brought me here
and so far it has

~ f r : t · ,.; ···

been like a family among the
other students," Samantha
Rymer from Houston said.
"Its great to be away from
my parents and feel this
freedom"

"It's been a hectic
week for me, but rm glad
that I have made it to
school. I'm not currently
residing in UC because of
financial problems, but I

t
New writing center opens ih Hilliard Hall
lir': ~ ~r• 14;.

Professors hope to mold students into better writers
Panther Staff

The elections committee will meet
Wednesday, Sept. 10, in the lounge
at 6:15 p.m.

Freshmen in University College take part in a card
tournament in the Panther lounge. Univeristy College takes pride in molding freshmen both academically and socially.

"We expect great
things this year from the
freshman
students,"
Anderson said. "We only
hope to improve their minds
positively."
Anderson said after
the twelfth class day, there
will be a list of events that
students may participate in.
The fall semester
has officially begun. The
smiles of freshman faces
uplift the professors and
advisors.
Hopefully those
smiles will ensure that this
is a fantastic year for
freshman students on
campus.

life treating fresh-men t-o

By Lisa Shaw

There will be an Executive Board
meeting on Monday, Sept. 15, at
6:30 p.m. in the Senate Chambers.

hope to overcome
that," Eric Davis from
Fort Worth said.
Davis hopes to
become a software
programmer after
graduation.
The beautiful
three-story Memorial
Student
Center
building is now open,
and both Davis and
Rymer said it has
improved the overall
appear~nce of the
campus.
So
what
exactly is expected of
the new class?

The Department of
Languages
and
Communications recently
created a writing center for
all students on Prairie View
A&M University's campus.
Located in Hilliard
Hall, room 118, the center
will provide a friendly,
stress-free atmosphere to
aid students with all aspects
of writing.
Staffed by English
professors who put countless
hours into making the center
helpful and convenie~t, the
center hopes that students
will take advantage of the
service it provides. Because
the writing center is not

funded, each English faculty
members volunteer time in
hopes of helping students
become successful writers.
Their motto is
"improve the writer, not just
the paper."
When the student
arrives at the center, a
professor will assist each
individual with all aspects of
writing.
They conduct oneon-one
informal
conversations with the
student to find out ways to
improve the student's
writing skills and teach new
writing techniques.
"Students came up
with the idea for the writing
center," said assistant
professor of English, James
Palmer. "Generally, students

felt there was a need to help
improve and explore their
overall writing skills."
"We
encourage
students to come and take
advantage of the writing
center; it is free to all
students in all areas of
study."
Palmer
said
professor are there to help
students with writing but
they will not do their work.
for them
They will help
students understand their
assignments and their
instructors expectations,
provide
constructive
feedback on writing, help
develop better research and
docwnentation skills, direct
students to supportive
materials,
and offer

encouragement and support.
"This is a writing
center that does not serve
faculty needs but student
needs," said Palmer, ."We
don't want faculty to force
students to come, but for
them to come on their own."
In the future,
Palmer wants to see
students teaching each other
in the writing center. "We
hope to complement other
resources on campus like
reading and writing lab in
Delco." said Palmer
Reginald Guillory, a
student at PVAMU, said, "It
is good that they started the
writing center for students
because it will help anyone
who is struggling with
writing, whether it is

writing letters or essays for
class."
Erica King, another
student, said, "This is a
great opportunity for
students to take advantage
of because we all need help
with writing."
The center is open to
all students who are seeking
help with writing skills.
The writing center
covers a broad range of
topics, such as : re ume
design and cover letters,
writing a thesis statement,
sentence clarity, run-ons,
comma splices, fused
sentences, and so on.
The English staff
looks forward to seeing
students in the writing
center.
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who 1n the race
for the White House?
1S

Bv Damone Giles
Panther Staff

Republican
President George W

i
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fe,v months ag~h.:Bql;py
Bro~'S~hfa.Aefviu--

l..a1i~ probatio~ ieeently

Kyle No-mum of th& R&B

sensations, J~elfed Edge,
tutned.liimselfin ~tbeing
BQ\lght O\lt by the poli~- ·.,
DeputiH ,,, from

Dean, 54- Served 11 years as
govemorofVermontuntilhe
left offi~e in January.
Senator
John

!:1:;!::,

~J;::!~~~-~J::!e

~:!:/:~~~;~/,:~and

::~1:!~:ein~~:se~;c~!t~

Democrats

Carolina.

3
; ih:s::~:da;ii

candida~isn:re =~~;a;!;
the office of President of the
United States.
Ambassador Carol
Mosely Braun, 55- The first
black woman elected to the
U.S Senate. She represented
Illinois.
Governor Howard

~~

Gepharit~~:::r;a:.e=
from Missouri and former
minority leader.
Senator Bob Graham, 66- Served two terms
as governorofFlorida and is
in his third term as a U.S
senator from his state.
Senator John Kerry,

l>ecaturffl'rivedat-Nonnari-$

60- Served in Vietnam with
the U.S Navy. He represents
massachusetts in the U.S.
Senate.

=~~o

congressman for four
Joe

t:~~~r:1~~:::t~!i~~
Gore's running mate in 2000
and is the first Jewish candidate to run on a major u.s
presidential ticket.
Reverend
Al
Sharpton, 48- He has been
unsuccessful in his bids for
New York City mayor and for
seats in the state and the U.S
Senate.

Photo courtesy of Google
Images
365,427 Americans have
joined as supporters of
Howard Deans campaign on
his website.
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students from front door
By Saria M. Canady
Black College Wire

Students at North
Carolina Central University
received a public apology from
the operators of the Hilton
Durham hotel for a policy the
university found offensive. In
a contract students were
given to sign, they were
barred from using the hot.el's
front entrance.
"Our intent in asking
the students to use a separat.e
entrance was to help ensure
the safety and comfort of all
our guests," Robert J. Morse,
president of operations at
Interstate Hotels and Resorts,
which operate the facility,
said in a news release.
Morse acknowledged
that the general manager of
the hotel "used a poor choice
of words when creating the
agreement."
'He focused on the
safety
issue
without
considering how the words
might be interpreted," Morse
said.
The hotel revised the
contract, omitting the
language requiring students

to use only the side and rear
doors. In addition, the hot.el
agreed to grant a four-year
scholarship to an in-stat.e
student and create five
student mt.emship positions

companies with trained
students they may recruit.
The university deal
with the hilton Durham
resulted from the closing of
two residence halls, in August,

Photo courtesy of Google Images
In addition to issuing a public apology, the Hilton agreed
to grant a scholar.ship to an in-state student and to create
inter.ship positions with interstate Hotel and Resorts, which
operates the Jaciility

with Interstate hotels and
Resorts. As an additional act
of apology, the hotel joined
North Carolina Central's
Business and Industry
Cluster Program, which
develops
long-term
partnerships between the
university and provide the

so the univeristy could repair
black mold damage possibly
caused by the steam heating
system and leaks.
NCCU Chancellor
James H. Ammons told the
Durham
Herald-Sun
newspaper, which disclosed
the existence of the contracts

Aug. 27, that the policy was
unconscionable.
"Our students and
the entire NCCU family
family and all of the people
who value human civil rights
were offended," Anuoons said
in a news release.
Marie Neely, a senior
broadcast
media
communications major living
at the hotel, said she was
insulted.
"I pay to stay there,
so I'm going to go out the
front door," she said. Neely
said she didn't read the
contract well before signing
it, but said that one of the
hotel officials came to the
students' hall meeting to
remind them not to use the
front entrances.
Neely also said the
hotel shuttle taking students
to and from school had
dropped them off at the back
door, but that has changed.
Jennifer Wilder, the
university's residential life
director, said she thinks the
apology was well accepted by
the university and students.
many of whom attended. the
news conference.
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UPN to introduce fresh new
fall lineup of shows
("Spy TV") and Natalie challenging standards.
The show hopes to
Desselle ("For Your Love")
promote
a positive look for
play Rita and Janie, Shelly's
blacks
in
their prime,
two
best
friends
that
offer
UPN adds two new
displaying
them
as
conflicting
advice
as
she
tries
shows to its prime-time lineprofessionals.
This
show
is
to
find
her
way
down
the
up hoping to promote a new
among
the
string
of
rocky
road
of
love.
image for African-Americans
Strong and confident, television series like "The
while adding a little humor.
Grammy-Award Eve portrays a young, Parkers," "Girlfriends," and
winning hip-hop artist Eve successful woman that adds a "Half and Half' that stray
from
typical
("Barbershop") will star in fresh new attitude to the away
her self-titled debut show game of love where she c;tereotypes normally seen on
premiering Monday, Sept. 15 expects to receive as much as television.
"All of Us" will star
she gives.
at7:30pm
Shelly's male friend Duane Martin (Deliver us
Will Smith and Jada
Pinkett-Smith use their lives Donovan played by Eddie from Eva), playing Robert
as a model for their hit new McClintock ("Stark Raving Sr., an entertainment
series "All ofUs"premiering Mad") apparently seems to reporter for a Los Angeles
Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 7:30 know all the right people in television station, Elise Neal
the right places. He and J.T., (The Hugley's) as Tia, a
p.m
Eve plays a young, a handsome regular guy clever kindergarten teacher,
professional struggling with (Jason George) represents the and LisaRaye ("'lb.e Player's
the highs and lows of love, male opinion of relationship Club") as Neesee, the mother
ofRobert Sr.'s endearingfivecareer, and romance issues problems.
while juggling the advice of
J. T. 's best friend Nick year-o ld son, Bobby Jr.,
played by Brian Hooks played by
close friends and family.
Supporting ("Three Strikes") looks for the Khamani Griffin ("Daddy
characters, Ali Laundry perfect woman to meet his Day Care").

By Miondria Clay
Panther Staff

nis Kuc~i~f,;;~~:,e~e:~

Senator
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Inspired by the attitude on how divorced
domestic adventures of parents should raise their
entertainment superstars children together.
Will Smith and Jada PinkettSmith, the show reflects the
generation's enlightened
attitude toward extended,
blended families.
James, on the verge
of finalizing his divorce with
his somewhat self absorbed
first wife, has moved on, but
works to create a family
structure for their son, while
dodging the b·ad advice ofhis
best friend Dirk played by
'lbny Rock ("The Chris Rock
Show").
Smith and his wife
wanted to give their fans a
little insight on how their Photo courtesy of Google
household operates daily and
Images
how they include everyone
into the big, loving family.
'lb.is entertaining and
Be sure to check out Eve's
uplifting comedy is a fresh
television debut on Monday,
appropriate outlook at young
Sept. 15, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.
parents' new, considerate

1. Isn't it sad that the band played "In those jeans"
but forgot the alma mater? 2. Did the athletic fee go
to what was left of the good high school athletes ? 3.
Shouldn't we use that money to recruit better

~~~~~-~;;

financial aid? 8. &~dn't tififwppai!iQi]{e another

:~t.~~~~liitr2fa:~;ia
above a grill in the MSC? 11. Did:"financial aid lock
the doors after the fire drill because they don't care?
12. Shouldn't we be able to vote for new financial aid
staff? 13. Did Tau Beta Sigma forget their colors when
they le~,2: their_ history?
&re th~y baby or .navy
1
t:ie?s
~f-\~1f1J
g - l 1flU~-,~I-V -.;y-~✓,,,,_
3 t t e
pink ana'blonde hair think she's "One in a Million''?
17. Can Dallas provide the security at the Baby Dome
party? 18. Can we afford to have a Homecoming? 19.
Forget the Village, shouldn't it be a new day in
financial aid? 20. What do you think?

\:t1kW

Jf"

1~:,~-· _f~:e:e
,
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This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are not
the views of The Panther. Want to tell us what you think? Please
bring your comments and questions to Rm. 219 MSC or e-mail
panther @pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at the discretion of
The Panther

-

NEWS
Aid from page 1
lected for verification means
the government asks for a review of all information recorded on a student's
FAFSA-Free Application for
Federal Student Aid, to make
sure all entries are correct and
up-to-date.
The main problem,
according to James, is much
of the infonnation needed to
complete a student's financial
aid application comes from
parents at home.
"Sometimes they can't
find it [the information
needed to complete the application]."
This, James said, will
definitely add days to the
completion of an application.
James said because of
the growth of the university,
there is an insufficient number of employees to accommodate students.
Some students refuse
to take blame for the problems
they are facing with financial
aid services.
Sophomore nursing
major Anna Okonkwo stood in

-1

Workers in financial aid try to assist students in seeing the next
available counselors.

ployees who lose the paperwork.
"Then they want us to
start all over," Okonkwo said.
Interim vice president
of student and enrollment services Doris Price said a computer bug affected the entire
campus and delayed some
processing activities.

a long line Tuesday, the day
before drop day, and expressed her concerns.
"They need to get file
cabinets-something,"
Okonkwo said.
Okonkwo said she
does not understand why a
student is held responsible
when it is financial aid em-

Clark to speak at

;~ University of Iowac
~(:

~i
IOWA CITY, Iowa
(AP) _ Retired General
Wesley Clark will deliver
·• the 2003 Levitt Lecture at
the University of Iowa
Sept. 19.
Clark is considering seeking the Democratic
Party's presidential nomination, but he is expected
· to make an announcement
before his visit.
The former supreme commander of
NATO and leader of the alt lied forces in Kosovo in
1999, will examine the complexities of America's new
foreign relations in his lecture, ''The American Leadership Role In a Changing
World.'
Clark also is the
author of Waging Modern
:, War, a 2002 bestseller that
:· recounts his experiences
leading NATO forces during the Kosovo war. He
·. worked as a military, secu-

1

rity and foreign affairs ana- ::
lyst for CNN during this ?
year's war against Iraq.
The Levitt Lecture '
is an annual series that : :
brings national and inter- .
national figures in law and ·.
government to the campus
to present timely lectures to '
students, faculty and
alumni. It is sponsored by
the University oflowa College of Law.
The lecture is at 4
p.m. in the Main Lounge of
the Iowa Memorial Union
and is free and open to the
public.
Clark was born in
Little Rock, Ark. He is a
1966 graduate of the United
States Military Academy at
West Point, New York and
a Rhodes Scholar.
Clark is married to
Gertrude Kingston and has
one son, Wesley.

Photo by Aaron Hamilton

According to Kevin
McCraw, network technician
for the university, the Blaster
Worm -a Microsoft virus that
affected almost everyone in
the U.S., started attacking the
university computer system
on Sept. 15. The virus affected the SIS system used by
faculty and staff for grading

and all other student inquiries.
Unfortunately, Sept.
12 is drop day for those who
have not been awarded monies to pay their first installments.
"They say Prairie
View produces productive
people but, how are they
gonna produce productive
people if everybody is getting
dropped," freshman secondary education major Evan
White said.
Price said it is not
beneficial to point the finger
at anyone.
According to Price, financial aid administrators
are aware of existing problems and are working on ways
to improve the whole system.
James and Price
agreed that student involvement and input into the way
the system works is vital and
will be taken into consideration.
A financial aid awareness week will be held Feb. 12,
2004 to inform students of
important deadlines· and explain the financial aid process.

